The finale of the semester – Final Team paper

We have made it! The oddest semester in my 27 years at UVM is drawing to a close and you all have done really well under very trying circumstances. Excited to wrap it up and hope that you all can stay well as COVID surges.

Now that you have had the Geomorphology basics, it’s time to apply your knowledge to the problem we have been considering off-and-on all fall, the Winooski River Landslides.  The goal here is to pull together your knowledge and as a group move forward the science and public policy discussion. 

Who knows, it might just end up published as have several other projects like this that got their start in one of my classes over the years. Bella will be doing the heavy lifting of pulling this work together with help from me and Chris. Here are a few papers that began in GEOL151 or other class of which I’ve been part. It’s really pretty cool to work as a team toward a bigger goal and make a difference. I encourage you to take a look at a few as inspiration!
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The Assignment 

Working seven groups (we have 26 people so groups should be 3 or 4 to keep your reviewing load reasonable since everyone is reading every other groups’ paper) you will craft a paper that is 1000-1200 words long and which includes between four and six figures and/or tables. Figures can be multi-panel. Your figures should be easy to read and of publication quality (see the papers above for examples). They can be in color or black and white. The paper should have a title, list of authors. a short abstract (between 150 and 200 words) and references cited in the text and in a list of references cited at the back.  You can and should draw on the work you have already done in prior labs for this class.

Your paper should build on everything we have learned this semester to try and explain the landslides along Riverside Avenue to the best of your collective ability.  Your paper should address the questions below explicitly but in any order that works for you; the questions and will form the basis of our rubric along with writing and illustration quality and clarity.

What controls landslide spatial distribution along Riverside Avenue?
Why are there landslides along Riverside Avenue? 
What triggers them? 
Are they natural? 
Are they human-induced?
What is the role of surface and ground water hydrology? 
What is the role of glacial history on landslide location and frequency? 
What should be done to reduce risk from future slides and how can science help inform these management decisions.

Wednesday, Nov 17 - Team work on paper (groups of 4). 1200-100 (Teams),
Please come with ideas about your team and who you will work with as a team. We will review the assignment and go over any questions people have about it.

Friday, Nov 19 - Team work on paper (groups of 4). 1200-1230 (Teams), strongly suggest your attendance! We will answer questions that have come up as your write.

Monday, Nov 23 - Publish Draft paper. Submit your paper as a single PDF to Paul by midnight using email or uvm.edu/filetransfer. I will post each to the lab web page so people can download, review, and critique your work. Please include a word count for the abstract and the main text in your PDF. Author names, references, tables, and figure captions should not be included in the word count.

Between Tuesday Nov 24 and noon on Monday Nov 30. Each member of the class should post on their web site a 200-250 word summary review (constructive criticism) of everyone else’s papers; in addition, you should also post a marked up PDF of each paper you read and edited (6 papers). You will be reading and reviewing six other papers. Make sure to leave time for that over the week and weekend. The goal is to learn from your peers and improve everyone’s work!  The better and more thorough your reviews, the better everyone’s papers will be.

Monday, Nov 30 - Peer review of papers due to authors and reviews from faculty. We will meet and talk about the process of revision between 1200-1230 on Teams, strongly suggest all of you attend.

Wednesday, Dec 2 - Paper revision. Work with your team to incorporate reviews and produce a revised draft for submission on Friday and prepare your five-minute presentation for Friday; review session, 1200-1230 (Teams), strongly suggest your attendance! 

Friday, Dec 4 - Presentations of papers; synchronous. This is our last class. Presentations by each group, maximum 5 minutes each. MANDATORY attendance by all, 1200-1:15 (Teams). Final paper, as a PDF, should be submitted to Paul by midnight Friday Dec 4th.  Late papers will lose 10% per day and not be accepted after Sunday night (UVM mandated deadline for grading).
