
Communication Tools and Features 

Blackboard Tool 

Name 
Brightspace Tool Name D2L Brightspace Documentation 

Announcements Announcements How to Create an Announcement 

Discussion Board 

 

Discussion 

(You will notice 

differences in 

terminology, but 

functionality is similar) 

How to Use Discussions 

 

Differences in Terminology but 

same functionality 

Blog & Journal No Blog & Journal tools  
Solution to Brightspace Journal & 

Blogs Tool 

Messages 

(Internal email) 
Email How to Send Email 

Groups Groups How to Create Groups 

Roster 

Classlist- Classlist is an 

easy way to email all or 

some students in your 

course 

View Roster using Classlist 

https://community.d2l.com/brightspace/kb/articles/3299-announcements
https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/article/brightspace-discussions/
https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/article/brightspace-migration-discussion/
https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/article/brightspace-migration-discussion/
https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/article/brightspace-solutions-to-missing-blackboard-tools-journals-blogs-and-wikis/
https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/article/brightspace-solutions-to-missing-blackboard-tools-journals-blogs-and-wikis/
https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/article/brightspace-access-classlist-to-view-roster/
https://community.d2l.com/brightspace/kb/articles/3483-create-a-group
https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/article/brightspace-access-classlist-to-view-roster/


Course Content & Activities 

Blackboard Tools 

Name 
Brightspace Tool Name D2L Brightspace Documentation 

Course Materials 

Build Content 

 

Content & Activities - 

UVM has Brightspace 

Classic Content 

Course Content Organization 

Add Folder to 

content area 

Add Modules to Table 

of Contents 

How to Create/Delete Module 

Add Content to a Module 

Add “Items” to 

Folders 

Create a File (which 

displays as a “Web 

Page” 

How to Create a File(Webpage) 

HTML Editor  Text Editor 
Using the HTML Editor 

Edit/Add HTML Templates 

Course Links Quick Links Create a Quicklink to a tool 

 
Build Outline or course 

using Course Builder 

 

Brightspace Course Builder 

 
 

 

Assignment 

 

Assignment 
How to Create an Assignment 

and Manage Settings 

https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/article/brightspace-contentactivities/
https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/article/brightspace-how-to-create-edit-or-delete-modules/
https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/article/brightspace-add-content-to-a-module/
https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/article/brightspace-create-a-file-which-displays-as-a-webpage/
https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/article/brightspace-using-the-html-editor/
https://youtu.be/FQktB8LOYJc
https://community.d2l.com/brightspace/kb/articles/3645-set-up-a-quicklink-to-a-discussion-topic-or-forum-within-an-existing-content-topic
https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/article/brightspace-course-builder/
https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/article/brightspace-how-to-create-an-assignment/
https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/article/brightspace-how-to-create-an-assignment/


Test Quizzes How to Create a Quiz 

Survey Survey How to Setup Survey 

Self and Peer 

Assessment 
Self-Assessment Create Self-Assessment 

Task Checklist Create a Checklist 

Attendance Attendance 
How to create registry 

*Note* Not connected to Grades 

Settings for Content & Activities 

Blackboard Tool 

Name 
Brightspace Tool Name D2L Brightspace Documentation 

Adaptive Release 
Release Conditions 

Intelligent Agents 

Release conditions for 

assignments 

 Bulk Manage Dates Bulk Edit Dates 

https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/article/brightspace-quizzes-update/
https://community.d2l.com/brightspace/kb/articles/3674-set-up-a-survey
https://documentation.brightspace.com/EN/le/self_assessments/instructor/create_self_assessment.htm?Highlight=Self%20Assessment
https://community.d2l.com/brightspace/kb/articles/3630-create-a-checklist
https://community.d2l.com/brightspace/kb/articles/3554-create-an-attendance-register
https://documentation.brightspace.com/EN/le/assignments/instructor/set_release_conditions.htm?Highlight=release%20conditions
https://documentation.brightspace.com/EN/le/assignments/instructor/set_release_conditions.htm?Highlight=release%20conditions
https://www.uvm.edu/it/kb/article/brightspace-bulk-manage-dates-in-course-content-and-course-admin/


Grading 

Blackboard Tool 

Name 
Brightspace Tool Name D2L Brightspace Documentation 

Grade Center Grades 
Managing Grades and Items 

Set up Your Gradebook 

 

Quick Eval 

This new feature 

increases grading 

efficiencies, allowing 

instructors to grade 

across courses in one 

place.  

About Quick Eval 

Setting Up Quick Eval 

Rubrics Rubrics Creating Rubrics 

Tracking Student Progress 

Blackboard Tool 

Name 
Brightspace Tool Name D2L Brightspace Documentation 

Performance 

Dashboard 
Class Progress Tracking Course Progress 

https://community.d2l.com/brightspace/kb/articles/3553-manage-grades-in-the-grades-tool
https://community.d2l.com/brightspace/kb/articles/3519-create-a-grading-system
https://community.d2l.com/brightspace/kb/articles/4842-about-quick-eval
https://community.d2l.com/brightspace/kb/articles/4325-set-up-quick-eval
https://community.d2l.com/brightspace/kb/articles/5795-create-a-rubric-using-the-rubrics-tool
https://community.d2l.com/brightspace/kb/articles/3314-class-progress


Review Status Completion Tracking About Completion Tracking 

 

https://community.d2l.com/brightspace/kb/articles/3561-about-tracking-content-completion-and-participation

